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Brief description of the Kanzu'l-'Ummal 

 

The Kanzu’l-‘Ummal fi Sunan wa’l-Aqwal wa’l-Af’al, Treasure of the Doers of Good 
Deeds, is the largest available unique (16th century Sunni) collection of ahadith / 
athar by the Hanafi scholar ‘Ala al-Din ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Malik Husam ul-Din al-Muttaqi 
al-Hindi (the exalter of faith, ‘Ali, son of servant of Allah the King, from India – 
Burhanpur), who died in the year 1576 AD / 975 AH. It contains more than 46.600 
narrations composed from many individual earlier ahadith collections (8 volumes). 
This collection can be downloaded in Arabic at:  

http://www.al-eman.com/Islamlib/viewtoc.asp?BID=137 

As far as I know there is no English translation available of this collection up to this 
date. It is a less well known ahadith collection to most people. Apparently many of the 
Shi’a use it as a source of reference because they quote from it a lot and in order to 
prove their points of view, for example in case of the “Hadith of the Twelve 
Successors” of the Prophet Muhammad s.a.w.s. and the event at Ghadir Khumm.  

The Kanz is not a primary reference source but only a secondary. The reason why 
will be given below.  

Some have called it in essence a continuation of imam al-Suyuti's ahadith collections, 
like the Jami’ al-Saghir, az-Zawa'id and Jami’ al-Kabir (Jam al-Jawami’:); this 
(Jawami) calls to mind the hadith in al-Bukhari from the Prophet s.a.w.s.: “I have 
been sent with the jawami’ al-kalim”, i.e. comprehensive but concise language that is 
able to express a multitude of meanings in a few words. The Kanz was printed more 
than 100 years ago in Hyderabad (India) by the scholars of Jamia Nizamia.  

Others say that is not a continuation of imam al-Suyuti’s work; in fact it is a replica of 
the three books of imam al-Suyuti (who was a Shafi’i) but only in a different form.  

Alfred Guillaume in his book The Traditions of Islam mentions the Kanz as one of his 
references and he stresses the importance of the Kanz next to the Mishkat al-
Masabih.  

 

The history of the Kanz 

Imam al-Suyuti (1445-1505 AD) wrote a book where he collected more than a 
hundred thousand ahadith (excluding the isnad), he called this book Jam al-Jawami’ 
(also known as Jami’ al-Kabir). His intention was to collect as many ahadith as he 
could and give easy access to them. He divided the book into 2 sections. Section 1 
had to do with the sayings of the Prophet s.a.w.s.. The ahadith in this section were 
arranged in alphabetical order. The second section he dedicated to the actions and 
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tacit approvals of the Prophet s.a.w.s.. The ahadith in this section were arranged 
according to the names of Sahaba r.a. starting with the ‘Ashara Mubashara (the Ten 
Companions r.a. of the Prophet s.a.w.s. promised Paradise). Imam al-Suyuti's 
sources for this work numbers over a hundred. He developed an abbreviation system 
when alluding to his sources, e.g. kh = Bukhari, hb = ibn Hibban, ts = Tabrani fi’l-
awsat, q = Bayhaqi sunan al-kubra etc. It should be noted that ahadith found in this 
book range from sound (sahih) to fabricated (mawdu’). 

Imam al-Suyuti then extracted all the concise sayings of the Prophet s.a.w.s. (section 
1 in his Jam al-Jawami’) which he thought to be acceptable (from sahih – sound – to 
da’if – weak) and added a few more which are not found in his Jam al-Jawami’, and 
arranged them alphabetically. He called this Jami’ al-Saghir. He still maintained the 
same sources and abbreviation system, with the exception of the letter q. Where the 
letter qaf in Jam al-Jawami meant Bayhaqi, in Jami’ al-Saghir it means muttafaq 
aleyhi (agreed upon by al-Bukhari and Muslim) and Bayhaqi sunan al-kubra is 
abbreviated as hq. 

He then collected a few more of the sayings of the Prophet s.a.w.s. from Jam al- 
Jawami’ and added a few more from himself, and called this book Zawa’id ‘ala Jami’ 
al-Saghir. 

Shaykh ‘Ali al-Muttaqi al-Hindi saw this excellent piece of work by al-Suyuti; however, 
he found that alphabetically arranging the ahadith might lead to finding ahadith in this 
book to be extremely excruciating because: 

1. someone might not know the words of the hadith in Arabic; 
2. someone might not know the beginning of a hadith; 
3. someone might know a hadith, however the version of the hadith that he knows 
might be different from the one used by imam al-Suyuti. 

Therefore al-Muttaqi al-Hindi decided to re-organise the works of imam al-Suyuti 
according to (the usual) subject matter of fiqh such as tahara, salat, zakat, sawm, hajj 
etc. He did this in 5 phases. 

Al-Muttaqi al-Hindi didn’t mention the chains of transmission in his work this is why it 
is not a primary reference source. Next to this it is said it contains a lot of weak and 
fabricated ahadith. This also means it is not very useful a source to derive fiqh from 
or as a reliable reference for ‘aqida and akhlaq.  

 

Strength of ahadith 

As for the strength of the ahadith in this book, then it follows imam al-Suyuti’s system. 

Imam al-Suyuti in his Jam al-Jawami’ has made very broad categories for the 
strength of ahadith. The reason why he did this was because he was too busy in 
compiling the book, critically analysing every hadith would have taken too much of his 
time. 

What follows is the broad categories of imam al-Suyuti: 

1.) hadith sahih: all ahadith found in: Bukhari, Muslim, the Muwatta’ of imam Malik, 
the Mustadrak of al-Hakim, Sahih ibn Hibban, al-Mukhtara by Diya al-Maqdasi, Sahih 



ibn Khuzayma, Sahih Abi Awana, Sahih ibn Sakan, al-Muntaqa ibn Jarud, and the 
Mustakhrajat on the Sahihayn (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) such as Isfarayini and Ismaili. 

2.) hadith da’if: all ahadith found in: al-Du’afa Uqayli, al-Kamil ibn Adi, Tarikh 
Baghdad by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Dimashq ibn Asakir, Nawadir al-usul 
Hakim at-Tirmidhi, Tarikh Nisapur Hakim, Tarikh ibn al-Jarud, Musnad al-firdaws 
Daylami. 

3.) other than the above books, ahadith coming in any other books such as the 
sunnans, imam al-Suyuti has mentioned the strength, however, he is not always 
correct in his analysis. 

Shaykh al-Muttaqi al-Hindi used this very system per se. 

Apparently there is no verification of the ahadith in the Kanz done by someone 
afterwards although parts of it have been verified by other people in other books / 
works. But it is said that shaykh Ahmad Darwish (student of hafidh Abdullah bin al-
Siddiq al-Ghumari) has begun to critically analyse (and translate) the Kanz.    

Next to the Kanz al-Muttaqi al-Hindi is also known for his work al-Burhan fi ‘Alamat al-
Mahdi Akhir az-Zaman about one of the signs of the Last Day: the Mahdi.  

 

Sources: 
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- http://www.al-eman.com/Islamlib/viewtoc.asp?BID=137 

- http://www.sunniforum.com/forum/showthread.php?t=10818 

- http://www.sunnah.org/fiqh/usul/HadithScience.htm  

- http://www.uga.edu/islam/hadith.html  

- http://www.muhammad.com  
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