
Getting Married Made Simple:
A Shafi'i Guide

Introduction
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the All-Merciful.  All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all
worlds.  I invoke the Blessings and Peace of Allah upon our master, Muhammad son of
Abdullah, his family, and companions.

This is a simple document on how to conduct a marriage ceremony according to the Shafi'i
school of Islamic law.  It does not address how to choose a spouse or other important topics.
It merely outlines how to conduct the marriage.  May Allah Most High cause this work to be
purely for His sake and to be a source of chastity, domestic harmony, and mercy among
Muslims; ameen.

Before the Marriage
It is forbidden to propose to a woman who is already engaged or married.  It is similarly
forbidden to propose to a woman who has been divorced one or two times and who is still in
her waiting period.  If a woman's ex-husband no longer has authority over her, like when she
has been divorced three times, when he has died, or when he accepts payment for divorce, it is
permissible to give indirect hints at the intent to propose to her (such as by saying, “You won't
have any problems getting married”)  while she's still in her waiting period.  After her waiting
period is over, she can be proposed to explicitly.

When the intent to marry is serious, it is recommended for the man and woman to look at
each other before getting engaged.  The glances can be repeated until each is clear on the
other's appearance.  The man is permitted to look at the woman's face and hands, even with
desire, and even without her permission or the permission of her guardian.  The woman is
permitted to look at the man above his navel and below his knees, even with desire.

If one chooses to get engaged before marriage, then the best day for it is on a Friday, early in
the day, in a mosque, and in the month of Shawwal.  It is recommended for the groom to say,
“Praise be to Allah, and blessings and peace upon the Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and
give him peace).  I enjoin you to fear Allah.  I have come to propose to your noblest so-and-so
(mentioning her name).”  The guardian gives a similar address.  All of these measures are
recommendations and the engagement is effective without them.

The Marriage
The five integrals of a marriage contract are:



1. The spoken agreement;
2. Two witnesses;
3. The bride's guardian;
4. The groom; and
5. The bride.

If any of the above is lacking, the marriage is invalid and prohibited.

Normally, the minimum number of people involved in a marriage are five: the guardian, two
witnesses, the groom, and the bride.  None of these five people can be in a state of pilgrim
sanctity (ihram).  The presence of an imam or scholar is not required for the validity of the
marriage.  However, it is certainly useful to have a person with Islamic knowledge present in
case there are questions and to avoid any accidental violations of Islamic law.

The Spoken Agreement

Immediately before the agreement, it is recommended for the guardian to say, “I marry her to
you according to the command of Allah Most High, to kindly retain or graciously release.”  

The agreement must be explicit.  The bride's guardian makes an offer by saying something
like, “I marry you to so-and-so.”  The groom then says, “I marry her”, or “I accept her
marriage.”  It is not enough for him to say, “I accept.”

The verbal agreement is enough.  There is no need to write anything down, though it is
recommended to do so.

The Witnesses

The witnesses have to be:

1. Male;
2. Of sound hearing;
3. Of sound eyesight;
4. Of those who understand the language of the contract;
5. Muslims; and 
6. Morally upright.  

It is sufficient for the witnesses to appear to be upright.  One isn't required to look into their
personal lives.

The Guardian

The bride's guardian (or his representative) must be:

1. Male;
2. Of sound mind;
3. An adult (i.e. past puberty);
4. Muslim;
5. Morally upright; and



6. Of sound judgement.

The following is a list of those, in order, who have the most right to be a woman's guardian:

1. Her father;
2. Her father's father (etc.);
3. Her brother;
4. Her brother's son;
5. Her father's brother;
6. Her father's brother's son; and
7. A judge of an Islamic court.

It is not valid for someone to act as a woman's guardian in marriage if there is anyone higher
than him in the above list.  A full brother takes precedence over a brother from the father's
side alone.  A brother (or brother's son) from the mother's side alone does not fall in any of the
categories in the above list.

If a woman has no qualifying guardian (such as a convert to Islam in a non-Muslim land), she
may authorize any male Muslim who is qualified to be a judge in an Islamic court to be her
guardian.  If no such person exists, she may choose any morally upright male Muslim to act as
her guardian.

Marriage by Proxy
The guardian can have a proxy act on his behalf in the marriage contract.  The proxy must
fulfill the same conditions as the guardian, such as being a Muslim male of sound mind, etc.
The groom can also have a proxy act on his behalf.  The groom's proxy must be Islamically
entitled to enter into a marriage contract. 

After the Marriage
The first time the couple sleeps together, it is recommended for the man to hold on to his
wife's forelock and pray to Allah to bless each through the other such as by saying, “May Allah
bless each of us through their partner.”

After intercourse, it is recommended to hold a wedding feast (Ar. walima).  The time for this
feast never expires.  It is normally obligatory to attend the first day of a wedding feast unless
one fears there will be blameworthy or forbidden things present, such as music, statues or
paintings of animate life, or unlawful mixing of men and women.

The Marriage Payment (Mahr)
The groom is obliged to give the woman money or property in order to marry her.  It is
recommended that this be mentioned in the marriage contract.  The marriage payment can be



an individual article (e.g. money or a gift), paying off a debt, or the right to benefit from
something.  The bride is allowed to prevent her husband from having intercourse with her
until she has received the payment in full.  However, if she permits him to have intercourse
with her before payment is complete, she is no longer entitled to prevent him after that.
However, she has the right to demand the payment agreed upon, and its ownership is secured
by her upon intercourse.

If there are any disagreements about the payment, the bride is owed the same dowry that is
due to other women like her in her city.  Whenever there is any conflict, a local, reliable
scholar should be consulted.

Clarifications
Some people mistakenly believe the the Shafi'i school does not allow an Arab woman to marry
a non-Arab man.  This is false.  Similarly, a woman descended from the Prophet Muhammad
(Allah bless him and grant him peace) can marry a man who is not his descendant.

Summary
The above is the letter of the Law.  Allah gives wisdom to whomever He wills, and whoever is
given wisdom is given abundant good.  May Allah Most High inspire those who read this
document to apply it wisely; ameen.

And Allah the Exalted knows best.
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