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Bismillahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim 

 

 

Friday the 20th of December, Fez  

The first day of our rihlah, our journey to seek (Islamic) knowledge, in the land of the 

maghrib, Morocco. A special retreat with the combination of riwayah (transmission of a text) 

and dirayah (explanation of a text). Brother Nihat, whom I convinced to come along on this 

trip just two weeks earlier, and I booked a return flight to Fez but from different airports on 

Friday the 20th of December. Our arrival was around the same time so we met each other at 

the airport in Fez in the evening, after maghrib time. I arrived half an hour later than he did. 

From the airport we took a cab to the hotel in the medina. Here our journey started in 

Morocco and we had to go along with the game of the taxi drivers negotiating the price of the 

ride to the hotel. We went in and out around 4 taxi’s until one driver decided to take us for 

120 dirhams. When we arrived at the hotel he suddenly said he wanted 150 dirhams but we 

refused and he got angry. We told him 120 dirhams was all he would get and we got out of the 

car. Welcome to Morocco ya habibi! Our hotel was hotel Tijani, named after the famous Sufi 

shaykh and scholar Ahmad at-Tijani rahimahullah1 (and founder of the tariqah Tijaniyyah), 

whose grave and zawiyah was near the hotel. I had stayed in this hotel 3 years ago and had 

also visited his zawiyah back then. Nihat and me had a lot to catch up so we dropped our 

luggage and went out for a walk in the medina. Although salat al-‘isha had already passed we 

were allowed entry into the beautiful and big masjid al-Qarawiyyin, also the oldest university 

in the world,2 and prayed there as the only ones, the cleaners allowed us to. I had good 

memories of this masjid as I also visited it 3 years ago. After that we had a nice and good 

dinner in the hotel. Because of the name hotel Tijani attracts a lot of Senegalese ‘pilgrims’ (of 

                                                
1 See: http://www.tijani.org/shaykh-ahmad-tijani-and-the-founding-of-the-tariqa-tijaniyya/  
2 See: http://muslimheritage.com/topics/default.cfm?ArticleID=447  



whom some seem to consider a visit to his grave as some kind of replacement for hajj I’m told 

w’Allahu ‘alam) who visit the zawiyah and also this time some Senegalese were staying there.     

 

 

Saturday the 21st of December, Fez – Casablanca  

We didn’t know what time exactly salat al-fajr was so we got up at 05:00 in the morning to go 

to masjid al-Qarawiyyin, which was also very close to the hotel and what better place than 

praying there? I had asked one of the cleaners of the masjid the day before and I thought he 

told me the prayer time was at 05:30. Apparently I had misunderstood him as the masjid was 

still closed at the time we arrived there, before 05:30. We made a little walk and later on the 

masjid was opened and we entered. We still had time enough to pray tahiyyatu’l-masjid, 

tahhajud and witr. It was very cold that morning, almost freezing. After the prayer we stayed 

for the recitation of the hizb of the Qur’an and read along from the mushaf. We could see the 

cold coming from our breaths, it was unusually cold for Fez this time of the year. After the 

hizb a wird was recited with some adkhar from the Qur’an and Sunnah. This is the beauty and 

blessing of Morocco and its people: the preservation of the Qur’an through the daily recitation 

of a hizb after salat al-fajr and salat al-maghrib. This way they finish the Qur’an every month 

through recitation in jama’ah. We went for another walk when we left the masjid and the city 

gradually came back to life. Because breakfast wasn’t served yet at our hotel we bought some 

fresh croissants for 1 dirham each at a bakery that was already open. If I remember correctly 

we had breakfast around 08:00 and the waiter of the hotel suddenly asked me in Arabic about 

our beliefs regarding shaykh Ahmad Tijani. May be he thought we were members of the 

Tijani tariqah or like some of the Senegalese guests. We told him we think shaykh Ahmad 

Tijani was a great Sunni scholar and Sufi and that’s all we believe about him. We don’t 

follow his tariqah and neither had we come to visit his grave. The waiter was assured now we 

were ok. Al-hamdulillah. After that he advised us to study the book Al-Jifr al-‘Azam (or: al-

Jafr3) by Imam ‘Ali radi’Allahu ‘anhu if we wanted to learn proper Arabic. (Now that made 

me wonder what his beliefs were regarding Imam ‘Ali but I refrained from asking.) We had 

our first lesson (in ‘aqidah) today and it was from the waiter masha’Allah. As the shops in the 

medina were about to open now Nihat and me decided to go for another walk as we were not 

expected in Casablanca yet. We had time. Actually we had not slept/rested anymore after fajr. 

We told each other that we were not here to sleep and this would be our motto for the rest of 

                                                
3 See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Jafr_%28book%29   



the trip. Around 11:00 we took the train to Casablanca and we thought it would only last for 

three hours while in reality it was 4 hours, quite a long trip, but it was not bad as we had lots 

of time to talk and we did for 4 hours actually. The trains were fine and we had good seating. 

It was also a good way to see the landscape and the people. At 15:00 we arrived in 

Casablanca. Apparently some football matches would take place that night and the following 

night with Moroccan teams. We took a taxi to the hotel and there we met our roommate 

doctor Sulaiman from South Africa and we could speak in Dutch to him as he spoke 

Afrikaans which is old Dutch. Our conversations throughout the trip with him were in Dutch 

and English. From our hotel room we could see the huge Hassan al-Thani (the Second) 

masjid, it was not that far away (a 45 min. walk imam Abu Zayd told us later). Casablanca 

seemed a very modern, almost European (French) city. Shaykh Mohammed Daniel and some 

other people were not in the hotel yet. They had arrived a day earlier and went to visit shaykh 

Hujuji hafizahullah in Al-Jadida. We were about to meet them in the evening when gathering 

together for the opening speeches and dinner. In the evening we had two opening lectures by 

shaykh Fadi and shaykh Mohammed. We introduced ourselves and spoke about our intentions 

and expectations for the rihlah. For me this gathering was a nice occasion to meet again with 

shaykh Mohammed, imam Abu Zayd, my dear friend Cherif and to meet some of the teachers 

and students I knew through the courses I took online for the first time. We were all excited 

and anxious, but we were not complete yet. Shaykh Hassan and brothers Cherif and Haleem 

were to join us in the restaurant where we had dinner. We were taken to a nice fish restaurant 

where we met them. Shaykh Hassan was there with his little, beautiful daughter masha’Allah 

and brother Haleem came afterwards. It seemed all restaurants in that area had the name 

Amine. It was very nice to finally meet shaykh Hassan as we had taken some of his classes 

online. Throughout our trip we were going to spend a lot of time with shaykh Hassan and we 

all came to love him for his very pleasant character and solid knowledge. We enjoyed our 

dinner and then went back to the hotel.   

 

 

Sunday the 22nd of December, Casablanca – Salaa  

Since there was not much to do in Casablanca we would leave the city the same day. In the 

morning we went shopping a little bit and we visited an Islamic bookshop in an area full of 

Islamic bookshops, of which most were closed by the way. The bookshop we visited was 

obviously a “Salafi” bookshop as it didn’t have certain books which were about tasawwuf.  



Some brothers bought some nice Moroccan jellaba’s. After that we payed a visit to Africa’s 

largest mosque, masjid Hassan al-Thani,4 at the seaside of the city. It was amazingly huge and 

overwhelming. I have been to quite some mosques but this one beats every mosque. It 

reminded me more of a cathedral than a mosque though. We prayed salat al-zuhr there and 

left after taking some pictures. From there on we went to the city of Salaa, next to Rabat the 

capital of Morocco. For this purpose a bus was hired. Arriving in Rabat it appeared to me this 

was a very clean city, just like the part of Casablanca we stayed, compared to what I was used 

to seeing in my previous trips to Morocco. Today it felt like our journey really started because 

we were about to meet two musnidat from the Kettani family, with whom we were going to 

read some ahadith. The group was split into two because we couldn’t arrive there all at once 

as that would attract unnecessary attention. The group I was in first had lunch at a restaurant 

before going to the musnidat and the other group went and visited them first. After our lunch 

we were picked up and brought to the musnidat. At our stop there happened to be a nice 

zawiyah of the Mubarakiyyah Qadiriyyah tariqah but it was closed. We took some pictures 

and waited for someone to come and get us to take us to the house of the musnidat, sayyidati 

‘A’ishah and sayyidati Kanzah al-Kettaniyyah. Their father was shaykh Muhammad al-Mahdi 

bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Kettani5 rahimahullah, a great scholar and muhaddith. 

When we arrived they were already reading on them. Musnidah ‘A’ishah couldn’t walk and 

lied down and musnidah Kanzah walked around and served us some things. We all received 

the hadith of rahmah from both them and we also heard part of the Arba’un al-‘Ajluniyyah 

and part of the Thulathiyyat li Ahmad b. Hanbal rahimahullah. Here we saw the meaning 

and importance of the hadith of rahmah in practice and the barakah that should accompany the 

reading of ahadith (riwayah). The group that came first left before us and we left a little later. 

We didn’t get to read anything anymore actually. Night fell in and we left for our apartment at 

the seaside where were about to have our first lessons by shaykh Hassan al-Kettani on 

‘Umdat ul-Ahkam (and the sharh Taysir al-‘Allam by shaykh ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd ar-Rahman 

b. Salih Al Bassam), the sirah of the Prophet s.a.w.s. from the beautiful booklet ‘Arf al-Ta’rif 

bi Mawlid al-Sharif6 by imam Ibn al-Jazari rahimahullah, the author of the famous poem 

Tuhfat ul-Atfal in the science of tajwid, and the Arba’un an-Nawawi by shaykh Fadi al-

Qablawi. Our apartment was nice and spacious and divided into two parts. The first serious 

day of the rihlah had passed quickly.   

                                                
4 See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hassan_II_Mosque  
5 See: http://kettania.ma/2012-04-18-17-26-11/64-2012-04-12-10-29-40.html  
6 See: https://archive.org/details/mawlid_ibnjazari  



Monday the 23rd of December, Salaa  

We prayed salat al-fajr in jama’ah with the brothers who stayed in our side of the apartment 

and after prayer we decided to read Surah Yasin together. After that we had a nice discussion 

on Qur’anic recitation in a group (the Maliki position and the practice in Morocco) and some 

other issues. In the morning we had our first practical tajwid class with shaykh Fadi, not from 

a book. He was going to teach us how to recite Surah al-Fatihah and other suwar correctly. 

We also had our two classes with shaykh Hassan on fiqh and the sirah. This day we had our 

second meeting with the sisters and musnidat ‘A’ishah and Kanzah, may Allah preserve them 

and grant them good health. Sayyidati Kanzah had made some great couscous for us 

masha’Allah. Because we had a lot of ahadith to catch up from the day before brother Haleem 

and me read the first two ahadith of the ‘Ajluniyyah but we didn’t get to read much more 

actually. Sayyidati Kanzah made some beautiful du’a’s for brother Cherif and me. Brother 

Cherif received a tasbih and some perfume from her as well. It was getting late and maghrib 

had passed. On our way back to the apartment we passed by the zawiyah al-Mubarakiyyah al-

Qadiriyyah again and entered. They were doing communal dhikr there and were received with 

open arms. We couldn’t stay though because we were about to have a lesson soon. Sidi Cherif 

and me knew this was a place we needed to return to, may Allah grant us that opportunity. 

When walking in Salaa to find a taxi back to the apartment we passed by a huge graveyard 

alongside the coast. At night, around 21:00, we had an interesting lecture by, the maternal 

uncle of shaykh Hassan, ustadh/doctor/professor Badr ud-Din al-Kettani, the son of ‘Abd al-

Rahman bin Sayyidi Muhammad Baqir al-Kettani7 (also a great scholar and muhaddith) 

rahimahullah, who wrote his PhD on (the thought of) Abu Hanifah radi’Allahu ‘anhu; he 

teaches at university. He spoke about Wahhabism and tasawwuf and many other topics. We 

received the hadith of rahmah from him and we read the Awa’il as-Sunbuliyyah with him. 

After ustadh Badr ud-Din left we concluded the night with a nice and long discussion on the 

future of Cordoba Academy, developments of Islam in the U.S., tasawwuf and Wahhabism 

and Jama’at-Tabligh and much more.  

 

 

Tuesday the 24th of December, Salaa   

This was going to be a very special day. We started our day with a lesson on the Arba’un an-

Nawawi, the sirah and fiqh. Shaykh Hassan arranged for us to visit a famous Qur’anic school 

                                                
7 See here: http://kettania.ma/2012-04-18-17-26-11/71-2012-04-12-10-37-09.html  



very near to our apartment with the name Jami’ah al-Imam Abi Shu’ayb ad-Dukkali in Salaa. 

We visited this school after our lessons. This school turned out to be a beautiful place to study 

the qira’at of the Qur’an and other Qur’anic sciences and the main qari and teacher was 

shaykh Muhammad as-Sahabi hafizahullah, one of the most famous qari’s of Morocco and in 

the world even. We greeted the shaykh and sat with him and one of his students for a while.8 

He informed us about his school and the students. We all had to recite al-Fatihah in front of 

the shaykh and I was the first to go. We could all practice what we learned before from 

shaykh Fadi. That was quite scary but we all passed al-hamdulillah although shaykh was not 

very tough on us. We also received the hadith of rahmah from the shaykh. Then shaykh as-

Sahabi mentioned a very important issue. There are mistakes in the contemporary prints of the 

Qur’an and he told us the printed mushaf of Medina is the best with the least mistakes. This 

shows us the importance to take the Qur’an (and any other subject/science) from the mouth of 

a scholar with a sanad and not from the book alone. He is involved in a project to bring out a 

new print of the Qur’an, in a way never done before. Upon leaving we made some nice 

pictures and we all received a dvd with a video on the school. In the afternoon we were 

expected at shaykh Idris al-Kettani hafizahullah in Rabat, the last living son of shaykh ul-

islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kettani9 rahimahullah. Brother Cherif and me went to do some 

other things first so we left the group and joined them later at the house of shaykh Idris. We 

had read parts of the Muwatta online with shaykh Idris10 before so it was very nice to meet 

him now and see in him real life. Shaykh Idris had been the chairman of the council of 

‘ulama, taught at al-Qarawiyyin and wrote many books. I took two books of his home with 

me: 

- al-Masirah al-Hadara 

- Nasihah Ahl al-Islam 

Shaykh Idris allowed us a lot of time to read with him and we completed several texts and 

received his ijazah. It was a big blessing to read the compilation of 40 ahadith on the virtues 

of Ahl ul-Bayt by the hand of his late father with him.11 Around maghrib we left his house 

and decided to walk around in Rabat a little. Brothers Nihat, Sulaiman, Cherif and me all 

looked kind of odd in our thawbs and jellabiyyah’s as this was the modern part of Rabat and 

                                                
8 See here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGBuwYA3mWc   
9 See: http://privat.bahnhof.se/wb042294Texter/bionotes/bio_kettani_m_ibn_jafar.html  
10 See here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BS1oakOGHkY  
11 This compilation of 40 hadith has been translated into English and has been published by Turath Publishing. 
Online lessons on the compilation in English by mufti ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Yusuf Mangera can be watched here: 
http://www.zamzamacademy.com/courses/al-arbain-of-muhammad-ibn-jaffar-al-kattani/day-1-al-arbain-of-
muhammad-ibn-jaffar-al-kattani/  



we noticed people looking at us because of our dress. We all thought it was funny, we were in 

an Islamic country after all. We enjoyed our nightly walk in Rabat. We prayed in masjid As-

Sunnah were shaykh Sa’id al-Kamali apparently teaches (and imam Abu Zayd managed to 

visit him actually) and continued our way. We also visited the medina of Rabat briefly. We 

took our time and relaxed. From Rabat we took the taxi to Salaa and from there we walked 

again alongside the old city wall and we passed by the graveyard again and greeted the people 

buried there and recite al-Fatihah for them. After that we took a taxi to the apartment and 

halfway we stopped to look at the coastal strip and the beautiful but wild ocean. Allahu akbar. 

Although it was dark we could see and hear the waves. This reminded me of a passage I had 

once read about Ibn ‘Ashir rahimahullah. He also stayed briefly in Salaa.    

 

  

Wednesday the 25th of December, Salaa – Volubilis – Moulay Idris Zarhoun – Fez  

This morning we prayed salat al-fajr with a group of brothers in the masjid near the 

apartment. Today we were going to leave Salaa. On our way to Fez we picked up shaykh 

Hassan and his brother sidi Houssain at their house in Rabat. Sidi Houssain joined our group 

from here. He normally lives and works in the U.S. as a professor and is also an imam there. 

He was in Morocco for a holiday. He recently wrote a book on Muslim demographics in the 

world. For a preview see here: 

http://www.ohio.edu/orgs/muslimst/downloads/World_Muslim_Population_2010.pdf  

The title of his book is: The World Muslim Population, History and Prospect.12  

On our way to Meknes/Fez there were two main tourist attractions and since we passed there 

anyways we visited them. First the Phoenician and Roman ruins of the city Volubilis (Walili 

in Arabic), we got out of the bus there and walked around to see the remains of a lost 

civilization. From Volubilis we had a view on the small ‘holy’ white village of Moulay Idris 

Zarhoun,13 our next stop. This village was established by the founder of Morocco, Moulay 

Idris the First, who fled to Morocco from the Arabian Peninsula in the 8th century after ‘Isa 

‘alayhi’s-salam. We visited his maqam and walked around in the complex for a while. This 

village was quite folkloric and sweets with the name of Moulay Idris were sold there, which 

was just nougat by the way we found out afterwards. His maqam is visited as a kind of hajj by 

some Muslims who can’t afford to go the Makkah we were told. This village was closed for 

non-Muslims for a long time and in even in the 90’s of the last century people who I know 

                                                
12 See: http://rpsonline.com.sg/rpsweb/9789810772444.html  
13 See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moulay_Idriss_Zerhoun  



who went there were questioned about their being Muslim or not. We only spent a short while 

in this village. From there on we went to Meknes, the city I stayed in for several days in 2010. 

I had some good memories there. We got out at the main square and went to the big mosque 

in the medina where we prayed salat al-zuhr. This was a beautiful mosque which reminded 

me of masjid al-Qarawiyyin in Fez with its square and the many pillars and bows inside. The 

purpose of this visit was to meet the blind and over a 100 year old musnidah and shaykhah of 

Meknes sayyidati Bahiyyah who had been teaching hadith for more than 80 years. She was 

only recently ‘discovered’ by our shaykh Mohammed Daniel. She was at the mosque when 

we prayed there but we missed here somehow. We were told she still goes on her own to the 

mosque masha’Allah. Shaykh Mohammed told us recently about her amazing discovery in his 

online lessons on the book Ar-Rihlah fi Talab al-Hadith by Khatib al-Baghdadi 

rahimahullah. We walked around a little more in the medina, visited a big Islamic bookshop 

and had some lunch and then went on our way to Fez. I was shocked to find books of Adolf 

Hitler in the Islamic bookshop by the way. Shaykh Fadi and brother Cherif stayed in Meknes 

to meet and read with the shaykhah. We arrived in Fez when it was already dark, it took us a 

day to reach here from Salaa. We were welcomed to stay in a beautiful riyad in the old city, 

the medina, close to Bab Boujloud (short for Abi’l-Junud/Julud). Shaykh Fadi and sidi Cherif 

arrived very late from Meknes but they had a wonderful experience. While reading the 

Muwatta with her they received some explanation and comments on the ahadith.   

 

 

Thursday the 26th of December, Fez  

Nihat, Sulaiman and me wanted to pray salat al-fajr in a mosque and went out on search for a 

mosque early in the morning. We ended up praying in the big mosque near Bab Boujloud 

after being given directions by someone. After the prayer we stayed for the hizb and the 

adhkar. That was very nice. After our studies in the morning on the Arba’un an-Nawawi and 

tajwid, we went to visit the famous spa resort in Moulay Ya’qoub, just outside Fez, with its 

hot sulfer springs and we enjoyed the bath. For two days my skin and clothings smelt of sulfer 

but I was very clean afterwards. Al-hamdulillah. Shaykh Fadi, sidi Cherif and brother Haleem 

went to read with shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Kettani. From Moulay Ya’coub the driver of the 

bus took us, after a quick stop at the royal palace with the famous golden doors in Fez in the 

Jewish area, to a French fortress overlooking the old city of Fez. We had some nice views of 

the city, took some pictures and went back to the riyad. We had our lessons with shaykh 

Hassan on fiqh and sirah and concluded the night by having a nice dinner in a restaurant near 



Bab Boujloud. Shaykh Fadi and Cherif went to read the Muwatta with shaykhah Bahiyyah in 

Meknes again at night and they arrived from Meknes even later than the day before.      

 

 

Friday the 27th of December, Fez  

Yawm ul-Jumu’ah al-Mubarakah! In the morning we prayed salat al-fajr again at the masjid 

near Bab Boujloud with shaykh Hassan and other brothers and we read one hizb (amongst 

which Surah Yasin!) and we stayed for the wird and adhkar. Before going for salat al-jumu’ah 

we were supposed to see shaykh Hamad al-Saqalli but he wasn’t able to receive us so we went 

to see a pottery. On our way we passed by the famous graveyard (Bab al-Futuh; still on my 

list to visit) were many awliya have been buried, amongst which sidi ‘Abd ul-Wahid Ibn 

‘Ashir rahimahullah, the author of the famous text Al-Murshid al-Mu’in. From the pottery 

went to a masjid for salat ul-jumu’ah of which the imam (and faqih) was married with to a 

family member of shaykh Hassan and sidi Houssain. He gave a nice khutbah on purifying the 

heart; his name was Muhammad b. Idris b. Musa hafizahullah. After prayer we were all 

invited for lunch at the imam’s house and we had some delicious Moroccan food. The imam 

had thrown some kind of a party for two brothers whom he managed to reconcile with each 

other. This was a nice meeting and it ended with some good advice by him for Muslims in the 

West. He stressed we needed akhlaq to do good da’wah in the West and that we should follow 

the example of all the Prophets ‘alayhimu’s-salam. Subhan Allah, brother Haleem gave a me 

a beautiful book on the akhlaq of the Prophet s.a.w.s. on leaving called Akhlaq al-Mustafa.14 

What better gift could he have given me? I read the hadith of rahmah for the imam and we all 

received his ijazah. ‘Asr time had come in and we prayed at the imam’s masjid an then left to 

meet the blind shaykh Hamad al-Saqalli, who is over 90 years old. May Allah preserve him. 

Shaykh al-Saqalli (literally: the Sicilian) is one of the greatest living Maliki fuqaha of 

Morocco and he taught Jami’ah al-Qarawiyyin for more than 50/60 years. He wrote several 

books on different topics. His son was also there and he has a publishing house in Tanger, 

called Dar al-Hadith al-Kettaniyyah. He publishes books of the Kettani scholars amongst 

others. We spoke briefly with shaykh al-Saqalli about his life and works and then left. One 

moment I will not forget and that is when his wife -a shaykhah herself and teacher at Jami’ah 

al-Qarawiyyin- asked for permission to leave his house. We had to pay one more visit today. 

We were invited at the family of shaykh Hassan al-Kettani in the medina so after praying 

                                                
14 See: http://siiasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Aklaqal-Mustafa.pdf.pdf  



maghrib in another mosque (where I happened to meet a famous Moroccan marathon runner) 

we went there and had tea and cookies and after that we went back to the riyad. They invited 

us for dinner the next day. This day we also had lesson on the Arba’un an-Nawawi and 

about the sirah.  

 

 

Saturday the 28th of December, Fez 

We prayed salat al-fajr in the famous madrassah Bou ‘Inaniyyah15 and the imam recited 

beautifully. In the morning we had our lessons and we finished the booklet ‘Arf at-Ta’rif bi 

Mawlid ash-Sharif by imam Ibn al-Jazari on the sirah of the Prophet s.a.w.s., just before the 

start of the blessed month of his birth (mawlid) s.a.w.s., Rabi’ al-Awwal. Shaykh ‘Abdallah 

Siraj ud-Din al-Husayni rahimahullah quoted from this booklet in his masterpiece Sayyiduna 

Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) in his chapter on the birth of the Prophet s.a.w.s.. I had recently read 

this and now we took directly from the booklet. He (Ibn al-Jazari) said (amongst other things) 

on the mawlid: “(..) If Abu Lahab, the disbeliever whom the Qur’an itself chastised, could be 

rewarded whilst in Hell for his joy on the night of Muhammad’s (s.a.w.s.) birth, what about 

the monotheist Muslim from the community of Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) who rejoices in his birth, 

and does whatever he can to show his love for him?(..)” In the afternoon we had some time to 

walk around in Fez and do some shopping. Some brothers bought nice jellabiyyah’s, silham’s 

and other clothings. We were taken around the old city with a special guide, brother Ashraf, a 

majdub. Books and candy were also bought and then we returned to the hotel after a very 

simple but tasty lunch. We were about to end our rihlah with a special riwayah session with 

the musnid ad-dunya,16 shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Kettani17 hafizahullah, the son of the great 

muhaddith ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kettani18 rahimahullah. This was a great conclusion of the rihlah 

indeed as for the serious part that is. We read the Musalsalat al-‘Asharah of shaykh al-

Sanusi19 and some other texts with him and this was very special. But our rihlah had not 

ended here yet. We were invited at the Kettani family for dinner and this proved to be the 

most wonderful conclusion of the whole rihlah. First of all we had very good homemade 

Moroccan food, very delicious and tasteful and for ‘desert’ we had sort of a spontaneous 

mawlid masha’Allah, with praises on the Prophet s.a.w.s. and a recitation of the Qur’an by 
                                                
15 See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bou_Inania_Madrasa  
16 This means he has the most and highest asanid in the world in many hadith books and texts. He inherited this 
from his father by attending his lessons from a very young age.  
17 See: http://forum.cordobaacademy.com/attach/view/ma/401a276905ecad66dd59d10340993f133d5f85ab.pdf  
18 See: http://kettania.ma/2012-04-18-17-26-11/79-2012-04-12-10-55-46.html  
19 See: http://www.ghrib.net/vb/showthread.php?t=19254  



our own shaykh Hassan. After dinner we had a nightly tour of the medina of Fes and we 

passed by many places special to the Kettani family, their houses, masajid, burial places and 

the zawiyah of shaykh ul-islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kettani. Last but not least we passed 

by the “Haram al-Idrissi” where Moulay Idris the Second20 rahimahullah was buried, as a kind 

paying our last respects to the city and this concluded our tour. It was past midnight before we 

arrived back at the hotel. What a day subhan Allah.   

 

 

Sunday the 29th of December, Fez – Weeze (Germany)  

Our last day in the blessed city of Fez. All of the students had already left very early in the 

morning [before salat ul-fajr] for Casablanca and only shaykh Mohammed, shaykh Hassan, 

sidi Houssain and me remained. We had a short night. I prayed salat al-fajr with shaykh 

Mohammed and then sat with him for a while. After that I went back to sleep until around 

09:00. We had breakfast a little later. I read ‘Aqidah an-Naja of shaykh ul-islam Muhammad 

b. Ja’far al-Kettani with shaykh Hassan al-Kettani, his great grandson, because I have plans of 

teaching it. Shaykh Hassan recommended me to read as a wird each day the Ma’thurat of 

Hassan al-Banna rahimahullah. After having breakfast and discussing some interesting topics 

shaykh Mohammed and me set off to meet the blind shaykh and wali ‘Ayyashi hafizahullah. 

Shaykh ‘Ayyashi bin Salim Baba, around a 110/120 years old, was the last hidden gem of Fez 

-during this rihlah- we were going to meet. He lived in the Andalusian part of the old city so 

we walked there, it was not that far away from the hotel, near masjid al-Qarawiyyin. The old 

medina of Fez basically consists of two parts: the Qarawiyyin, of the people of Qayrawan 

(nowadays Tunisia) and al-Andalus for the people of al-Andalus, with Masjid al-Andalus21 as 

the centre of learning, also a university and founded by a woman if I’m not mistaken, like the 

masjid al-Qarawiyyin. Shaykh Mohammed had visited him before, around 3 years ago. 

Shaykh ‘Ayyashi has the highest sanad in the world with regards to the famous Dala’il al-

Khayrat by imam al-Jazuli rahimahullah, and he was from the Jazuli tariqah. We are told his 

son carries him on his back to attend salat al-jumu’ah every Friday in masjid al-Qarawiyyin 

masha’Allah. Shaykh ‘Ayyashi memorized the Dala’il and recites it several times a day. He 

recited the first and last part for us and after that he made some beautiful du’a’s for us, 

together with his son, and they read from some other texts as well. After that we left. The 

contemporary Moroccan shaykh and muhaddith ‘Abdullah al-Talidi hafizahullah, based in 

                                                
20 See: http://muridslog.blogspot.nl/2007/05/moulay-idris-second.html  
21 See: http://www.discoverislamicart.org/database_item.php?id=monument;ISL;ma;Mon01;2;en  



Tanger, said the following about the Dala’il al-Khayrat which is worth mentioning: 

“Millions of Muslims from East to West tried it and found its good, its barakah, and its benefit 

for centuries and over generations, and witnessed its unbelievable spiritual blessings and light. 

Muslims avidly recited it, alone and in groups, in homes and mosques, utterly spending 

themselves in the blessings on the Most Beloved and praising him, until Wahhabi ideas came 

to spread among them, suborning them and creating confused fears based on the opinions of 

Ibn Taymiyyah and the reviver of his path Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab of Najd. After 

this, Muslims slackened from reciting the Dala’il al-Khayrat, falling away from the blessings 

upon the Prophet (may Allah bless him and give him peace) in particular, and from the 

remembrance of Allah in general.” (See: Al-mutrib fi awliya al-Maghrib, pp. 143, 44).22 

After we returned from shaykh ‘Ayyashi it was finally time for us to part ways. Shuyukh 

Mohammed and Hassan and sidi Houssain were expected in Rabat so they had to take the 

train. I remained in the riyad and rested a little until my taxi to the airport came. With sadness 

I had leave Fez once again knowing many hidden gems are still there to be discovered even 

though I had already visited Fez two times now for several days. I knew I was also going to 

miss the teachers and students, their company, the love and the brotherhood we experienced. 

Going back to Europe were you know you will be on your own again was quite saddening. I 

fell in love with Morocco and its people a long time ago and now I just keep longing to go 

back. May Allah grant me the opportunity again to visit this blessed country. Around 

midnight I arrived at the airport in Weeze, Germany, where I had to spend the night.  

 

With this I seal the account of this rihlah and we ask Allah for a good ending. I ask Allah to 

reward all the teachers and students who took part in this rihlah and I want to give a special 

thanks to shaykh Mohammed Daniel and Cordoba Academy for making this rihlah possible 

with the help of Allah the Exalted. Without him we wouldn’t have had access to the musnidat 

and ‘ulama we visited. This rihlah was indeed a unique chance in a lifetime.   

 

 

Sayings / statements to remember 

I have collected some remarkable saying / statements that were made during the rihlah that I 

will always remember: 

- We are not here to sleep: brother Nihat 

                                                
22 See: http://www.dalail.co.uk/dalail.htm  



- “Do wudu as a madman and pray like a sick man.”: shaykh ul-islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-

Kettani rahimahullah 

- A Sufi-Salafi is called a ‘Sulufi’: I heard this from a dear friend in the Netherlands  

- A soft Sufi is called a Sufti: brother Cherif 

- “It’s a disaster”: shaykh Hassan al-Kettani  

- Welcome in Arabic is “Waylakum (Woe unto you)”: said by someone in the house of imam  

Muhammad b. Idris b. Musa 

- “La qadh/mushahhatah fi al-istilah” or “There is no objection to terminology.” This is a 

qa’idah (principle) used by many ‘ulama and used during our lessons.  

 

 

Texts we studied 

- Part of the chapter on taharah of ‘Umdat ul-Ahkam by ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi with 

shaykh Hassan 

- The first couple of ahadith of the Arba’un an-Nawawi by imam an-Nawawi with shaykh 

Fadi 

- ‘Arf at-Ta’rif bi Mawlid ash-Sharif by imam Ibn al-Jazari, we finished this book with 

shaykh Hassan on Saturday morning the 28th of December  

 

 

Texts we read and heard from the musnidat and ‘ulama 

- Hadith of Rahmah / al-Musalsal bi’l-Awwaliyyah 

- Thulathiyyat Ahmad b. Hanbal 

- Shama’il at-Tirmidhi 

- Aqidah an-Naja 

- al-‘Ajluniyyah 

- al-Bayquniyyah 

- Nukhbat al-Fikar 

- Arba’un Ahl al-Bayt 

- Thulathiyat Ahmad b. Hanbal 

- al-Musalsalat al-‘Asharah 

- al-Shifa 

- al-Muwatta 

- al-Musalsal al-Mushabakah 



- al-Musalsal bi’d-Dimashqiyyah 

- Dala’il al-Khayrat 

 

Some of these texts we heard completely and some partly and we received the asanid and 

ijazat from the musnidat and ‘ulama in them. What better Prophetic heritage to receive, 

knowing you will have some of the highest asanid in the world in these texts. Shaykh ‘Abd al-

Hayy al-Kettani rahimahullah, the father of shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Kettani, has said: 

“The higher the isnad of the narrator, the closer he/she is to the Prophet s.a.w.s.”23 May Allah 

grant us the barakah of that closeness to the Prophet s.a.w.s.  And the Moroccan scholar as-

Sayyid Abu’l-Faḍl ‘Abdullah ibn as-Siddiq al-Ghumāri rahimahullah said: “For a scholar, the 

sanad is like a chain that links him to the Prophet (s.a.w.s.). Wherever he moves, the chain 

moves with him and therefore, whoever has been given the chain, his knowledge will be 

blessed. As for a scholar who has knowledge but does not have such link to the Prophet  

(s.a.w.s.), he will be like a circle that is disconnected from the rest of the chain, whenever he 

moves, he moves alone. Sooner or later, he will witness how much barakah (blessing) he has 

lost. This barakah is an immaterial thing that is witnessed on those who are linked to the 

Prophet (s.a.w.s.) and follow his footsteps.”24  

 

 

Some personal reflections 

This rihlah learnt us a lot of lessons. I’d just like to mention a few I learned: 

- Be patient and try and relax, even if under stress and a strict time schedule.  

- Don’t judge other people by the way they look.  

- Give preference to others over yourself.  

- Always maintain your adab and have good akhlaq.  

- Be balanced and not to strict.  

- The importance of brotherhood and unity.  

- Traveling exposes someone’s character.  

- You can learn from every person you meet.  

- Take care of reciting Surah al-Fatihah correctly.  

- Sit and spend time with learned people, scholars. 

                                                
23 See: http://seekerofthesacredknowledge.wordpress.com/2012/03/25/regarding-sayyidi-sayyidi-shaykh-abdul-
hay-al-kittani-alayhi-rahma/  
24 See: http://www.ihsaninstitute.co.uk/Home/Article/4  



- The importance of the sanad. 

- Travel to seek knowledge.  

- The importance of dirayah and riwayah. 

- The importance of obtaining a high sanad. 

- Respect for the elderly.  

- Learn your fiqh.  

- Have rahmah with everyone and everything. 

- Give and don’t ask anything in return.  

- The amount of old people we met surpasses the ones in the West seemingly. I don’t know 

any people in the Netherlands of such old ages. 

- The importance of the preservation of the Qur’an. 

- Be humble. 

- With travelling comes suffering.   

- If you want knowledge you need to travel, knowledge doesn’t come to you.  

- Allah decides whether you will be able to visit a scholar or not.  

 

This rihlah gave us a taste how it must have been like to seek for knowledge in the old days 

when people really travelled and had to endure many things. For me it motivated me to go 

back and search for more. Morocco has so much more to offer and discover in terms of 

knowledge and scholars. This reminds me of a response shaykh Sa’id al-Kamali gave on a 

statement by some people nowadays that say there are no ‘ulama in Morocco. Watch the 

video with his response here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv9y3ZJRHw8&list=PL06C01D46564D7CC9&index=2  

 

Wa’l-hamdulillahi’r-Rabbi’l-‘Alamin     


