
The important discovery of a lost poem  
Written by Harun Verstaen, student of Cordoba Academy, and approved by shaykh Hassan al-Kittani (may Allah preserve him) 

 

The recent month (March 2015) saw the amazing and important discovery of a lost poem in the rich 

scholarly history of the learned Kittani family of Morocco. The poem was discovered by shaykh 

Hamza al-Kittani, the brother of our teacher, shaykh Hassan al-Kittani from Rabat, Morocco. The 

poem was discovered in the big family – library of the Kittani family which is kept and preserved by 

the learned brothers Hamza and Hassan, may Allah preserve them.  

The lost poem is from the hand of shaykh ul-islam al-hafiz Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. Ja’far al-

Kittani rahimahullah (b. 1273 AH) who passed away in 1345 AH / 1927 CE. Shaykh Hamza al-Kittani 

found the a copy of the poem handwritten Maghribi Arabic script on two pieces of paper by the 

daughter of shaykh ul-islam, al-faqihah (the jurist) Khadijah al-Kittaniyyah, may Allah have mercy on 

her. 

Shaykh Hassan sent me a copy of the handwritten poem through WhatsApp for which I’m very  

thankful.   

The title of the short poem is al-‘Aqidah an-Najah (The Creed of Deliverance) and it consists of 19 

lines or verses. The subject of the poem is the science of ‘aqidah. The poem was composed in a 

concise manner fit for every child and man and woman with limited time as it says in the last line.  

Shaykh ul-islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kittani had 9 children: 

- Muhammad al-Zamzami 

- Muhammad al-Makki 

- Muhammad at-Ta’i 

- Idris 

- Muhammad ‘Izz ad-Din 

- Muhammad Yahya 

- Muhammad Sa’d ad-Din 

- Habibah 

- Khadijah 

Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kittani was the grandfather of the grandfather of shaykh 

Hamza and shaykh Hassan. The family line back to them goes as follows: 

- Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad bin Ja’far  

- Shaykh Muhammad al-Zamzami bin Muhammad bin Ja’far  

- Shaykh Muhammad al-Muntasir bin Muhammad al-Zamzami bin Muhammad bin Ja’far 

- Shaykh ‘Ali bin Muhammad al-Muntasir bin Muhammad al-Zamzami bin Muhammad bin Ja’far 



- Shaykh Hassan bin ‘Ali bin Muhammad al-Muntasir bin Muhammad al-Zamzami bin Muhammad bin 

Ja’far  

This poem was literally lost for several generations in their family and when I confronted shaykh 

Hassan in 2013 with the poem he had no knowledge of it and nor did his brother. It was unknown to 

them. In the winter of 2013 I read the poem with shaykh Hassan when I was in Morocco and I had 

sent him and shaykh Mohammed Daniel the text earlier by mail. This way the poem “returned” to 

the Kittani family and now the original text has been discovered in the family – library the “return” is 

complete.  

I told shaykh Hassan the poem had been taught in the recent past by shaykh ‘Umar Faruq ‘Abdullah 

and ustadh Mohammed Ghilan, who took it from shaykh ‘Umar Faruq ‘Abdullah. Shaykh ‘Umar Faruq 

‘Abdullah had even translated the poem into English.1 He took the poem from his shaykh Ja’far 

Annati who took it from shaykh Ahmad al-Dandarawi. Shaykh ul-Islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kittani 

had written the poem on request of his shaykh Ahmad al-Dandarawi when he lived in Madinah al-

Munawwarah. Ustadh Mohamed Ghilan informed me the poem is still taught at al-Azhar in Egypt. 

Strangely enough it seemed to have been lost in the Kittani family for unknown reasons. Another 

strange thing is that I have not been able to find shaykh Ahmad al-Dandarawi mentioned in the 

biography of shaykh ul-islam Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Kittani by dr. Muhammad b. ‘Azuz as one of his 

teachers or shuyukh of tasawwuf and nor have I been able to find the poem mentioned as one of his 

works by dr. Muhammad b. ‘Azuz. So as far as I know there is no mention of these things in the big 

two volume biography of shaykh ul-islam that is available to us nowadays, published by Dar Ibn 

Hazm. Neither can these things be found in any other sources to my knowledge. W’Allahu ‘alam. 

The last living descendant of shaykh ul-islam, his son shaykh Idris, is still alive nowadays, may Allah 

preserve him, and this would be the shortest way to obtain a high, better yet the highest, sanad in 

the text through ijazah ‘ammah, which he received from his father.  

This article has been written as a preparation for a future larger work on shaykh ul-islam Muhammad 

b. Ja’far al-Kittani and his ‘aqidah poem al-‘Aqidah an-Najah insha’Allah.  

  

 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 See here: http://qadriyya.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Dr.-UFA-Aqidah-Course.pdf  

http://qadriyya.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Dr.-UFA-Aqidah-Course.pdf

